Can You Keep Your Faith in College Curriculum

This study hopes to meet you in a place that is specific and relevant to your life today.  But it also hopes to push you more fully into your created potential for tomorrow.  The book, Can You Keep Your Faith in College, shares experiences from students across the country.  Its goal, however, isn’t to provide an outline, or application based read.  Rather, its stories serve as a means of encouragement toward experiencing college in pursuit of God’s glory!  Stories can be shared all day long though, but until there is a unified source of application, the end remains mere stories.

Streaming and streamlining our stories through the grid of God’s Word is our sole hope for changed lives.  The following eleven studies hope to carry the themes of Can You Keep Your Faith in College to a more practical and Biblically centered understanding.  Each study includes three sections and themes itself around a chapter of the book, and its affiliated verse.  None of these studies is dependent upon another, nor are they dependent upon a reading of the book.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are taken from the New International Version of the Bible.

________________________________________________________________________

Syllabus

Change (Chapter 1: The Transition)


101) Wanting Needs to Change


201) Still Looking


301) Homesick

Success (Chapter 2: Academics)


101) Grace Based Righteousness


201) Does It Matter


301) Lasting

Purpose (Chapter 3: Dorm Life)


101) I Have Purpose


201) Knowing God: Knowing You


301) Uniquely You

Transformed (Chapter 4: Peer Pressure)


101) Forgiven


201) Who Am I


301) Child of the King

Community (Chapter 5: Greek Life)


101) Created For Community


201) Authentic Community


301) Reputation

Purity (Chapter 6: Dating)


101) Glorified Purity


201) Consequence Under Pressure


301) Flee

Doing (Chapter 7: Extracurriculars)


101) Grace


201) Busyness

301) Admiring Weakness

Identity (Chapter 8: College Sports)


101) Born Lasting


201) Identifying Identity


301) Performed Identity

Evangelism (Chapter 9: Studying Abroad)


101) Boxed Evangelism


201) Risked Failure


301) Priorities

Reconciliation (Chapter 10: Racial Relations)


101) Freedom


201) Peacekeeper Verses Peacemaker


301) Unity

Freedom (Chapter 11: Surprise Encounters)


101) Driving Force


201) Rusted Roots

301) God’s Rooted Desire

Change

(Chapter One: The Transition)

101: Wanting Needs to Change

Going to college is an exciting experience.  It’s also one of the most dramatic and sometimes traumatic of your entire life.  However, because the change is so over-glamorized, the extent of our fear is often overlooked. 

What aspects of your college transition were scary, but also exciting?

Change is always hard.  Specific to the transition from high school to college, the dreamt about days on campus, alongside the realities of transitioning, often leave us lonely and confused, feeling tired of high school, but also ill-prepared, or maybe just scared about college. 

In one word, describe your emotional, spiritual and relational expectations of college.  

Do these line up with what really happened?


More times than not, it’s our expectations that get us in trouble.  Whether in relationships, finances, a classroom setting, or roommate situation, the outcomes we assume, expect, or even hope for, rarely line up to those we experience.

Describe a situation that turned out better than you expected. 

Worse than you expected.

What influences your expectations?

Why is it that what we ‘expect’ rarely aligns with what we experience?

College is a time of great expectation.  Change, in fact, typically involves exaggerated expectation.  The problem arises when what we expect is determined by what we want, more so than what we need.

How would you define a need? 

How would you define a want?  

Which do your expectations typically revolve around?

Considering the Key.

“And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19

Have you ever had a want that wasn’t met—a need that wasn’t met?  Explain.

If your deepest wants were the same as God’s, how would this influence your expectations for the future?

What does Philippians 4:19 promise about every need?

Why doesn’t Paul say, “And my God will meet all your wants”?

What does this verse tell us about our assumed “needs?”  That is, if our needs haven’t been met, are our needs really needs, or simply derivations of our society (let alone background, peer group, culture, and even media)?

Read Psalm 37:4.  Although God is one of lavishing love and gift-giving nature, He is also one who knows your needs far more than you ever will.  But the amazing thing is, He also knows your wants.  By finding yourself delighted in Him, your wants begin to collide with His and thus, take perspective with the core of your needs. 

What transition, or change, accompanies your life today?  

What do you “want” from that change?  What do you need? 

Whether it’s about a person, place, idea, or even myself, I believe a lot of things that aren’t necessarily true.  I base decisions and perspectives on grids of circumstance, rather than the absolution of God’s word.  

Do you believe God today that He can provide your needs?  If so, have you asked?  If not, what is basing your unbelief? 

“God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act?  Do he promise and then not fulfill?” Numbers 23:19
