CF: Old School

1 The Fall.

Read Genesis 3- 

Here are elements of the ‘teaching’ time. 

God could have made automated robots… Didn’t. Decided to make us free will creatures with choice. Adam & Eve had one thing not to do, but they did that one thing.

Plunged all of us into bad place… Take a look. 

1. Naked and no shame. (Gen 2:25)


- Gen 3:7 made clothes for themselves.



* Out of our ‘shame’, we’ve been covering ourselves ever since. 

2. God walked w/ them in cool of day. 


- (Gen 3:8) now hiding from God.



* We still hide!

3. Adam and Eve get along and enjoy each other. 


- Gen 3:12 Adam blames Eve. 



* Now have fights, qualrells, rivalries, and envy all around (in) us.

4. Given beautiful garden to tend to. (relation to creation)


- Gen 3:23 banished from it. 

* Global warming, ozone breakdown, depleted soil, concrete, weeds, etc… 

Here is the direction of the discussion time.

- You can add or take away depending on your groups ability to run with discussion. 

I. Personal shame: (Gen 3:7)


- In what ways do we ‘cover ourselves’ today?


- When was the last time you were ‘vulnerable’ with someone?


- Why is this so hard for us?  


- What do you think God wants to do with us related to our ‘personal shame’?

II. Hiding from God: (Gen 3:8)


- Why do think Adam and Eve hid from God?


- Why does sin make us feel guilty? Explain.


- In what ways do we hide from God today?  


- What do you think God wants to do with us in this area?

III. Blaming each other: (Gen 3:12)


- Did Adam eat of the fruit or not?


- Then why do you think Adam blames Eve?


- How do you see this playing out today?

- What are some things you have blamed others for instead of taking responsibility yourself?

- What do you think God wants to do with us in this area?

IV. Banished from the Garden: (Gen 3:23)


- In what ways do you think The Garden of Eden was different than Akron? 


- What about this upsets you the most?


- Do you ever feel alienated from creation? How so?

- What do you think God wants to do with us as ‘rulers over creation’ in the post-fall era?

 Old School: Pride and Purpose
On the road to being a blessing.

Opening discussion: 

- How do you think the world would be different if no one struggled w/ pride?

- Can you think of a time when your purpose was hindered by your pride? Explain.

- Have you ever started out attempting to do something for God, but in the end it ended up being about you? Explain. 

Joseph and his brothers: missing the point! 

Joseph


- Gen 37:5-7 

- With God’s purpose in mind (to bless the world), what should have been Josephs response to his dream?



- What was it instead? 

Brothers


- Gen 37:8
- With God’s purpose in mind, what should have been their response to Josephs dream?

- What was it instead? 

Joseph


- Gen 37:9
- Joseph is at it again… Does Joseph seem like the kind of guy you would like hanging out with or not? Why?  

Brothers


- Gen 37:10-11


- Can you understand why the brothers are angry?  

- Do you think that makes their anger towards Joseph O.K.? Why/why not?

Remember: God wants to step into this broken world and has chosen Joseph and his brothers as partners. 

* If you were God, how would you be feeling about your partners at this point? Explain. 

* If you were God in this situation, what would you do? Why? 

What God does… 


(don’t read all the verses, but reference what happens & then answer ?’s) 

1. Humbles Joseph:


- Sold into slavery. (Gen 37:12-36)



* How have Joseph’s ‘future dreams’ matched up to his present reality? 



* Do you think this is a good thing or bad thing for him? Why? 


- Goes to prison even though did nothing wrong. (Gen 39:1-20)



* Have you ever asked God, ‘Why are You letting this happen to me?’



Picture Joseph sitting in prison… 

* Do you think Joseph is asking this question now? Why? 

2. Humbles the brothers:


- Reuban feels terrible about Joseph. (Gen 37:29)


- Judah gets caught soliciting prostitute. (Gen 38)


- Repeated trips back and forth to Egypt for food during famine. (Gen 42-46)

3. Exalts Joseph: 


- Joseph get audience w/ Pharaoh! (Gen 41:1-39)

* Joseph became known in prison for his ability to interpret dreams. Pharaoh has a dream no one else can interpret, but he hears about Joseph and gives him a chance… 


- Joseph placed in charge of Egypt: (Gen 41:41-57)



* Why do you think God needed to humble Joseph before exalting 

him?

* Do you think the same is true for you or not? Explain.

4. Exalts the brothers too:

- Given prime land in Egypt to settle!  (Gen 47)

- If God is going to exalt you to a position to bless the world, what might be in your near future? 

- How do you feel about that?

Read Ex 1:1-7

- What do we see happening here?


- Why is this significant in light of where we’ve been and where we’re going?

If this is how complicated it gets with 12 people, imagine a whole country of people like this (their stories to come…)!

- How is the church (sometimes) similar to what we’ve talked about tonight?

- In what ways do we replace our purpose (bless the world) with pride?

Pray that we would put pride aside and embrace our purpose to bring God to a lost world!

God wants to use People to bring about His work

Mose’s preparation

A sense of Injustice
Read Exodus 2:11-12

1 Why do you think Moses feels that he has to rescue the Jews? 

- Why do you think his plan failed?

2 Describe a time when you had a plan to do correct something that was wrong and failed at it?

3 Why do you think it failed?

4 Moses was aggravated by the slavery of the Israelites. What injustice in the fallen world tends to aggravate you the most?

5 Moses was in a position to make a difference in his world, What position have you been given in yours?

Overcoming Fears

Read Exodus 3:1-14

1 How is Moses feeling, and how does God address these feelings?

2 Why do you think Moses is so reluctant to take on a leadership role?

3 What is it about God’s call on our lives that you fear?

4 How does God address our feelings of fear?

Moses is also fearful that no one will believe him.  Some have suggested that Moses’ confidence was greatly affected by what had happened 40 years earlier.  

1 Do you have a failure or fear from your past that inhibits your confidence to trust God and step out to lead spiritually?

2 What are the most difficult things that you feel God is calling you to do right now or in the near future?

3 What do fears reveal about our faith in God?

Moses, had quite a time of preparation from God before he did his work…

4 What are some other ways that God prepares us for his work?

With the help of Aaron, Moses approaches the Israelite people and Pharaoh as God had commanded him to do.   Thus, the 10 plagues ensue.

God using Moses to bring about the liberation of Israel

1 What is the purpose of the 10 plagues?

- Read Exodus 9:16

2 What do the ten plagues reveal about God?

3 How God ever done anything extraordinary to bring liberation to you?

The last plague and the Passover

Read Exodus 11:1,4-7 and 12:1-7,12-14

4 What is the purpose of the Passover?

5 Why would God have these people celebrate it as a lasting ordinance?

6 Why would God have the Israelites choose lambs without blemish or defect?

7 What does the blood symbolize in this ritual?

8 What ritualistic things are a part of church and or your family? Why?

Pointing towards the Passover Lamb

Read John 1:29  and 1 Cor. 5:7b

1 What symbols of the Passover ceremony point to Christ?

2 What was God trying to convey to the Israelites with the Passover?

3 Why don’t we celebrate the Passover today?

Old School 

God molding his people

Your tribal group is in charge of ruling over a nation, you are allowed to create ten laws that govern your nation, what are they?

What is the purpose of law within Nations?

Genesis

Did God have moral expectations of his people before the Law was given at Mount Sinai?  Can you name any of them?

Exodus – the Law

Read Exodus 19:3-8

What kind of covenant did God offer to make with the Israelites? 

Did the blessings depend on obedience?   

How did the people respond to the giving of the law?

Does this surprise you? Why or why not?

At what times in our lives do we want laws?

At what times in our lives do we not want laws?

Why does God desire Israel to be a holy nation?

Read Exodus 20:1-20

What was the purpose of the law?

Why would God formalize his commandments at this point in the story?

How does the Law fit in with God’s desire for them to be his treasured possession?

How are the 10 commandments divided?

The first 4 are vertical, between you and God

What was God asking of the Israelites in his first four commands?

Why is it significant that the God commandments are first?

The last 6 are horizontal, between you and others

What was God asking of the Israelites in his last six commands?
Why is God so concerned about Israel’s relationship with each other?

Read Matthew 22:37-39

Jesus summarized the 10 commandments basically as loving God and loving others….

How are you doing at loving God?

What does loving God look like?

How are you doing at loving others?

Who is one person that you need to show love too right now?

What is one thing that you can do this week to show love to that person?

The old covenant also included laws about worship, economics and civil courts. It included general principles of human relationship with God and with neighbor, and it included some specific details of how those principles should be applied in specific situations. The book of Leviticus talks much about holiness and laws related to Holiness.  All these different types of laws were mixed together in the covenant.

Read Exodus 24:3-8

Did the people agree to obey? 

How did Moses signify that the covenant had been formally ratified? 

Why is this significant?

Reread Exodus 19:8 and 24:3

Do you think the Israelite people desired to keep the law? 

What kept them from being able to keep the law?

How do we reflect the Israelite’s today?

Leader’s Notes

Moral expectations before the Law

Adultery - Gen. 20:1-7; 39:9

Lying - Gen. 20:9

Stealing - Gen. 30:33, Gen. 44:4-7

No foreign Gods – Gen. 35:2

Swearing – Gen. 24:3

Sabbath – Gen. 2:3

Restatement of the 10 Commandments within the New Testament

You shall have no other gods before me - Matt. 4:10

You shall not make any idols -  Eph. 5:5; 1 John 5:21

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord-James 5:12

Remember the Sabbath -Col. 2:16-17 (not renewed in NT)

Honor your father and mother -Matt. 19:17-19; Eph. 6:1-3

You shall not murder - Matt. 5:21-22; 19:17-19; Rom. 13:9-10

You shall not commit adultery - Matt. 5:27-28; 19:17-19

You shall not steal - Matt. 15:16: 19:17-19; Rom. 13:9-10

You shall not give false testimony -Matt. 15:16; 19:17-19

You shall not covet -Luke 12:15; Rom. 13:9-10; Gal. 5:21

Summary

1 The Old Testament Law represents God's covenant with the nation of Israel. It's commandments do not apply directly to Christians except when specifically renewed.

2  All Scripture is useful and inspired by God (2 Tim. 3:16). The underlying principles contained in the commandments are relevant for us today.

3 The Law reveals God's character and standards. These never change.

4 The Law ultimately points to Jesus Christ, the One who fulfilled it by His teaching, sinless life and sacrificial death. Avoid reading the Old Testament as if it were the New. – 

5 The Old Covenant was ratified with blood, so is the new.  A perfect sacrifice is the only thing that can atone for sin.

The Cycle of Judges

Joshua’s Warning…


Joshua 23:1-8, 12-13



What specific warnings does Joshua give the Israelites?



What will be the consequences of their disobedience?

Share a time a parent or a friend warned you not to do something for your best interest.



Did you listen?  Why or why not?



Did you experience any consequences?

Disobedience




Judges 1:17-19



What is the reason the Israelites were not able to drive out the people?

**Iron chariots of the day were like comparing muskets & knives to modern tanks & machine guns**



Is this a valid excuse?  Why or why not?

Discuss past events as evidence to why this is not a valid excuse for the Israelites.

At what times in our lives do we have a tendency to not trust God’s Word?

How has God proven trustworthy in your life recently?

Discipline


Judges 2:1-3

What consequences do the people have to face because of their poor decisions?



How will this affect their lives, their futures, etc..?



Why would God allow his treasured possession experience these things?



Why do you think discipline is necessary?



Have you ever been disobedient and not been caught?



If so, what did you learn?

Distress: A reaction to God’s discipline


Judges 2:4-5, 12-15



How do the Israelites react to God’s discipline?



Do you think this was their first reaction?



What message does our culture send us about discipline?

Hebrews 12:5-6


“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.”

How does the world’s view of discipline differ from God’s view of discipline?



What is your initial reaction to discipline?



What should our reaction be to God’s discipline in our lives?

Deliverance


Judges 2:16-19



How did God react to the cry of distress from his people?



How would you have reacted to their cry for help?



What does God’s reaction tell us about His character?

After God answered their cry and gave them a deliverer “a judge”, What would the people do?

Hence the cycle of the Judges….

   Disobedience

     Discipline

Deliverance











Distress

*In the book of Judges, the same pattern will continue through 12 judges.*

Read Judges 3:12, 4:1, 6:1, 10:6, 13:1, 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25

Reread Judges 2:19


Where does the cycle start?




How do the Israelites choices affect the cycle? 






How could the cycle of Judges be broken?

Deeper Application

What does the book of Judges reveal about God?

      
What does it reveal about us?

What areas of disobedience in our lives throw us into a continuous cycle?

United Kingdom

Trusting in Man

Read 1 Samuel 8: 1-5

What was their concern, is their good reason to worry?

What causes you anxiety or worry?

Read vs 6

What was wrong in their approach?

Why did they seek a human King?

Why is it hard to trust in God and easy to trust man?

Read vs 7-9 

Does God force his ways on us?

How does God respond when we turn from him?

Why would God agree to do things their way?

What does this teach us about God?

Summarize for your groups warnings in verse 10-17 (Basically a human king will be a taker compared to God who blesses. King will take their sons, daughters and possessions)

Read vs 8:19 -20

Did they know the consequences of their actions?

Think of times in your own life, when and why do we rebel even though we know there are consequences?

Read vs 20 reread  “be like all the nations” 

How does it fit with their overall calling of “blessed to be a blessing”?

What is there desire? 
When do you have a tendency to compromise yourself to be like the world?

In what ways do we act like the world when we should follow God’s way?

First King of Monarchy – Saul

Read I Samuel 28: 5-8

Did Saul wait and trust God to answer?

When things get tough in what does Saul trust in? 

When do you rely and trust in man over God?

What skill or personal attributes do you most rely on in place of trusting God?

Is it wrong to use our human attributes?

Read I Samuel 31:1-3

Summarize the end of Saul’s life?

How would you foresee your life turning out if you lived in continual disobedience from God and trusting only in man?

Second King - David

Read 2 Samuel 2:1, 5:19, 5:23

What is the pattern of David’s life?

How does David’s life differ from Saul’s life?

When things happen in your life good or bad, where do you turn first?

How is life different when you are trusting in God and not man?

Read I Kings 10:23-24

What is the result of an obedient King?

How are they fulfilling their calling? (Blessed to be a blessing)

How do people see God’s blessings upon us?

How can you be a blessing to others this week?

Application?

What comes more naturally, trusting in man or relying on God? Explain. 

What does that look like putting our trust in God?

We can trust in man and end up like Saul or trust in God and end up like David.

Divided Kingdom

sin starts small, grows big, and has really big consequences

Pre-Divided Kingdom

Read I Kings 3: 11-13  

What kind of king is Solomon up to this point? 

Does God seem pleased with Solomon?

How were things going overall leading up to the divide of the Kingdom?

What does a good start guarantee about a good finish?

Have their been times in your life that things were going well and you wandered from God, explain?

Covenant with God

Read I Kings 3:14

What does God expect from Israel?

Is God obligated to keep his end of the bargain up if his people fail to hold up there end?

The Divide

Read Deuteronomy 7:3

Does this seem like a huge issue?

Are there any commands that don’t seem like that big of a deal?

Solomon must have not seen the importance of this command I Kings 11:1-3

Who would you prefer to break this command, the King or a fisherman in the market, explain?

Can sin in one area of your life affect other areas, explain or give example?

Can one sin lead to other and possibly bigger sins, explain?

Read I Kings 11:4-8

What was his sin and how severe was it? 

What did God expect from Solomon and his people?

How long did it take Solomon to fall away from his devotion to God?

How did sin work its way into Solomon’s life?

How does sin works its way into your life?

Read I Kings 11: 9,10

Was Solomon acting out of ignorance or rebellion, explain?

Why do you think the author makes a point to show that the Lord appeared to him twice?

Are the sins you struggle with generally from ignorance or rebellion?

Consequence of Sin on the Kingdom

Read I Kings 11:11,14

What was the consequence of his sin?

Was this drastic consequence fair?

Do we blame God for the consequences of our own sin? Do we have a right to?

Who is the agent of Israel’s punishment? 

Who is actually punishing Israel?

Read I Kings 11:12-13

What did Solomon deserve compared to what he got?

Should this tribe also have been taken away, why?

Why were they spared? 

When we sin, what is our confidence before God? 

God is speaking to the next leader to be, Jeroboam. I Kings 11:38

What see here? 

Has God ever given you another chance after you turned from him?

After the Divide

Jeroboam is now king in the north

Read I Kings 12:28

What is the seriousness of this sin? (Exodus 20:2-4) 

How much time has elapsed from the peek of Israel’s success?

Do you think he was presenting an altogether different God, why or why not?

What seemingly pleasing acts do we subtly or overtly do in replace of true worship and service to God?

Application

What does God expect from us? 

How should we view small sins, why? 

The sin of one man Solomon tore apart an entire nation. Are the affects of our sin any different? 

