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“Angels”
Our Beliefs Might Not Be Correct

It is said that television and media form much of how we view and what we believe about things of this world, and things not of this world.  Parts of this may be true, but probably not as much in some areas as in the area of things such as Angels, Demons, Satan, and God.
There are many pre-conceived beliefs about Angels…some are true, but others are false.  Let’s take a look at some of them:
· When we die we can become an angel {“It’s a Wonderful Life”}
· We will come back to earth and “help” other people
· There are little baby angels
· Angels can fall in love with human beings {“The Preacher’s Wife”}
· All angels are good
· We all have guardian angels
· All angels live with God in heaven
· All angels have wings
· They have human features {face, legs, arms, etc.}
· They wear white clothes and they glow
But maybe they don’t even exist!  Some believe, some don’t.  Who is right?  Some people see things that are “heavenly”, but what are they exactly?  Could they just be ghosts of people that have died…or is that a separate issue?  Things of this nature are very intriguing, but can be so without much explanation or understanding.  That is what this series is about.
It can be difficult, even weird at times to think about things in the “spiritual realm”.  We are so used to thinking about everything in a physical sense that we cannot grasp anything otherwise.  But the reality is that there is a spiritual realm out there.  There are things that go on that we can understand, and I’m sure that there is much more that we cannot.  The most accurate place that we can go to find out about this realm is the Bible. 
Wehold to this for the answers to our questions.  It may not answer all of them, but it gives us as accurate of a picture as we can get.  The Bible is God’s message and truth’s to us, and since He created everything {invisible and visible}, there is no better place to go to!
We have done a 4-week series on the Bible so we encourage you to at anytime pick up those handouts, call us, email us, or stop into the office at anytime!  

What are Angels?

Angels are a creation of God…
For by him [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
-Colossians 1:16
Angels are spirits beings…
Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?  
-Hebrews 1:14
Angels are Immortal…
And they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection. -Luke 20:36
When Were They Created?

Before the earth was formed…
Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations?…while the morning stars sang together 
and all the angels shouted for joy?  -Job 38:4,7
There Are Two Kinds Of Angels

Unfallen
I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism  -1Timothy 5:21
Fallen
The he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  –Matthew 25:41
The Ranking of Angels

Archangel 
- Mentioned as warring angels in some Scriptures  {See Jude 9}
Cherubim 
– Mentioned sometimes as guarding angels  {See Genesis 3:24}
Seraphim 
– When they are mentioned they are always in God’s presence  {See Isaiah 6:1-8}
Principalities/Powers 
– Bad, fallen angels  {See Colossians 1:16}
There is not a lot of evidence as to what specific “roles” {or if they are actually assigned any} that these different types of angels have.  All we can do is see what is revealed to us through Scripture.  We can say what is obvious, but we have to be careful to not categorize them too much because we are not entirely sure about everything.
How Many Are There?

Millions…
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousands.  
–Revelation 5:11
Only 3 Angels Have Names That We Know Of

“Michael”
-When he is mentioned he is noted as a “warring” angel
“Gabriel”
-When he is mentioned in Scripture he is always bringing a message of some sort
“Lucifer”
-Satan
Are Angels “Above” Humans?

It seems that we as humans are “above” the angels in some form.  This is based on what the Bible says about how one day we will actually judge the angels…
Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How much more the things of this life! 
 -1Corinthians 6:3
We are not sure how exactly this will work, but we know it will happen.  In our human bodies we are limited in much more areas than angels are, but in the end it seems that we will judge them in some form…we can only wait and see what that means.
**A thought that many people have is that we will become angels when we die.  
This is not true.  We are two separate creations.
They Cannot…

Marry, or have babies…

At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 
they will be like the angels in heaven.  
–Matthew 22:30
Be worshipped…
And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 
 -Revelation 22:8,9

How Are Angels Similar To Us?

They have intellect…
They desire to learn about salvation…
Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things.   –1Peter 1:10-12
They have emotions…
They respond to God’s actions {creation in this instance}…
…while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy  -Job 38:7
They have a will…
God commands them to worship Jesus, but some didn’t and have fallen…
And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him’  -Hebrews 1:6 {also see Matt. 25:41 where Satan has his angels}
Their purpose is to praise and worship God…
All of God’s creation is made to glorify Him…
Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.  Day and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is, and is to come.’  Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him sits on the throne and who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives forever and ever.  They lay their crowns before the throne and say: ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things and by your will they were created and have their being.’  
-Revelation 4:8-11
-Conclusion-

Angels are truly fascinating beings.  The more you think about them and learn, the more fascinated you become.  We should understand them as best as we know how and get a proper theology down, but we should not become enthralled by them to the point of it distracting our worship if God.  Many people worship angels, pray to them, spend their days researching them and thus can easily become consumed.  This can be a major problem.  Even they say that they should not be worshipped {Revelation 21:8-9}.
We should be thankful for angels and the ministry that they provide for us.  We can even pray that God sends His angels to protect or provide for someone in need.  But we must only worship God!
If there is anything that is standing in your way of wholly worshipping God, our challenge to you is to stop, and get it out of your life.  If it’s studying theology, reading outside books on “Christian” topics, watching television, spending too much time with friends…whatever it is, please get your priorities right and make time to worship God in your life!  He definitely deserves it.

Miscellaneous Truths About Angels

Some are in heaven…
But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,
 -Hebrews 12:22
They can appear as people undetected…
Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.  
-Hebrews 13:2
They can observe God’s people…
For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men.
 -1 Corinthians 4:9
They can guard the righteous…
For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways;
 -Psalm 91:11
They can obey God…
Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding,
 who obey his word.
-Psalm 103:20
They can praise God…
Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
 -Psalm 148:2
Some watch out for children…
See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 
 -Matthew 18:10
“Satan & Demons”
Why Study This Subject?
There are two reasons why we want to study this: {1} we have many presuppositions about it that may not be true  {2} we must understand Satan and Demons to the best of our ability because they are our enemy and in order to defeat them, we must know about them.  This subject is widely misunderstood.  There are so many presuppositions about Satan and Demons that are true, but others are not true.  Let’s look at some of these:
· They all have horns
· They live in “fire”, dungeons, etc.
· They are red
· They have wings
· They have pitchforks
· They have “goatees” 
· They have tails
With these in mind, we often end up having a “belief” about Satan and Demons that is shaped by television, media, and even Halloween costumes.  Thus we end up with an incorrect theology.  This is a problem that can drastically change our lives because it doesn’t stop here with this subject.  This same problem also exists in just about every other topic that the Bible talks about.  Last week we talked about that in dealing with Angels, but most importantly God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  So with this problem in mind, we are out to find the truth of this matter.  We want to see what the Bible tells us about it, and then see how it applies to our life.
Secondly, the Bible tells us that we are fighting a spiritual battle, not a physical one:
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
{Ephesians 6:12}
With this truth in mind, we have to understand the “spiritual” elements the best we can in order to beat them.  A basketball team who is playing an opposing team, studies them as intensely as they can in order to know them the best they can.  Why?  Because they understand that in order to beat them, they must know them first.  This is why we are studying this subject!
What is Satan?

To research this, we are going to look mostly at Ezekiel 28.  The first half of this chapter is addressed to the “ruler of Tyre” and the second half is addressed to the “king of Tyre”.  This might seem at first to be the same person, but after studying the passage, it is clear that the second half is talking about Satan.  There are 2 reasons why we believe this is addressing two separate “people”.  They are as follows: verse 2 the “person” being talked about is labeled as “a man”, but in verse 14 the “person” being talked about is said to be “a cherub” {an angel}.  Also in verse 13 the second “person” being addressed is said to be once “in Eden, the garden of God”.  We know that the king of Tyre was never there, but Satan was {see Genesis 3}.  So this is a chapter that is key in finding out who Satan is.  So this is where we will look…
Let’s look at the first part of the second section and see 
what it tells us about Satan:
12 “Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him:
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
‘You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl.  Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.  14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.  You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.  15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you.  16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.”
{Ezekiel 28:12-16}
This Passage tells us that:
Satan is the first ranking of all creatures…{Ezekiel 28:12-13}
Satan is an Angel – Cherubim…{Ezekiel 28:14}
Satan is a creation of God… {Ezekiel 28:15}
Satan is a fallen Angel…{Ezekiel 28:16}
When Did He Fall?

We don’t know exactly when.  There is a little bit of a time gap that this could have occurred in.  We don’t know if he fell before the creation of man, but we do know that he fell before man did because he is the one that tempted Eve in the garden.  An interesting point though…after God had created everything he says that everything was “good” {Genesis 1:31}.  So this might give us a clue that Satan may have not fallen yet because God saw it all and said that it was “good” at that point.  But once again, we cannot be absolutely sure of it.
{See Genesis 3}
Why Did He Get Thrown Out Of Heaven?
He pursued glory over God…
“How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!  You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.’”
{Isaiah 14:12-13}
What is His Current Status?
Ruler of the world system…
“Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out.”
{John 12:31}
Ruler of fallen angels…
“The great dragon was hurled down-that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him.”
{Revelation 12:9}
What Are Demons?
They are angels that followed Satan
“The great dragon was hurled down-that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him.”
{Revelation 12:9}
How Many Followed Satan?
About a third of them…
“His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.  The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born.”
{Revelation 12:4}
This is symbolism for the angels being swept out of heaven with the tail of Satan.  There is very little, if any, debate about this with any.
Where Are Satan And His Demons Now?
In the heavenly realms…
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” {Ephesians 6:12}
Satan has access to God…
“One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan also came with them.
{Job 1:6}
Some are “put away”
“And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home-these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.”
{Jude 1:6}
They are active on earth…
“The LORD said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan answered the LORD, ‘From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.’”
{Job 1:7}
What Are They Doing On Earth?

Waging Warfare…
{see Ephesians 6:10-18}
Accusing Christians…
“Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:
‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.’”
{Revelation 12:10}
Planting doubt in people…
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?  The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’  ‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman.  ‘For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’”
{Genesis 3:1-5}
Tempting people to sin…
· To lie – Acts 5:3
· “Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land.’”
· Sexually – 1Corinthians 7:5
· “Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer.  Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.”
· To be occupied with the world – 1John 2:16
· “For everything in the world-the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-comes not from the Father but from the world.”
· To distract from the things of God – Matthew 16:21-23
· “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said.  ‘This shall never happen to you!’  Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.’”
They Can Cause Us Confusion

Satan can quote Scripture…
“Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said ‘throw yourself down.  For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
{Matthew 4:6}
Satan can appear as an “angel of God”…
“And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.  Their end will be what their actions deserve.”
{2Corinthians 11:14}
This is a truth that should really make Mormon’s think about the origin of their faith.  We are not saying this is for sure the fact, but it should at least cause those who claim to be Mormon to think, and think hard! 
{see Galatians 1:8}
Satan can blind us…
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
{2Corinthians 4:4}
Demons can perform miracles…
“They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go 
out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the 
great day of God Almighty.”
{Revelation 16:14}
They can torment people…
“Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.”
{Acts 5:16}
They can tell the future…
“Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future.  She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune telling.  This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, ‘These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.’  She kept this up for many days.  Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!’  At that moment the spirit left her.”  When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities.”
{Acts 16:16-19}
Some thoughts for us…

They know Jesus is the Son of God…
“Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out,
 ‘You are the Son of God.’”
{Mark 3:11}
They know that Jesus is the Son of God…and all the things that the Bible says about Him.  But they choose not to follow Him.  This is the same struggle that a lot of people deal with.  Some say they know that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, but they choose not to follow Him.  Do you believe?  
If so…do you follow?
They believe there is a God…
“You say that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that-and shutter.” 
 {James 2:19}
They also believe in God.  This is a lot more than a lot of people.  If demons even believe and know that there is a God…one would think that we would have that belief as well.  God has shown Himself to us: through creation, through Jesus and His actions, through our bodies and their complexity, and in so many other ways.  Do you believe in God?  If not, please re-think that belief!
Maybe The Most Interesting Thing About Them

They can reside in humans…

“Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future.  She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune telling.  This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, ‘These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.’  She kept this up for many days.  Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!’  At that moment the spirit left her.”  When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities.”
{Acts 16:16-19}
How Do You Know If Someone Is Demon-possessed?

Ask them if they believe ‘Jesus is Lord’ – and ask them to say it…
“Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ 
except by the Holy Spirit.”
{1Corinthians 12:3}
{see also 1John 4:2-3}
Can We Cast Them Out?

Yes…
“He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.”
{Matthew 10:1}
{also see Acts 16:16-19 – above}
How Do We Cast Them Out?

Command them to come out ‘in the name of Jesus’
{See Acts 16:16-19}
What Should We Do In Response To What We Know Now?

Be careful and test everything…
{1 John 4:1-3}
Examine ourselves…
{Romans 12:1-2}
Keep our eyes on God…
{See Isaiah 6:1-8}
If we were to live everyday of our lives with this picture in our minds, our lives would be completely different!  We strive to do this here.  Gaining an accurate picture of God is the single most important thing that we can do.  It is good to gain knowledge on what Satan is like, but we have to gain an accurate picture of God first.  Your view of God will drastically affect your life!  
-Conclusion-

John 14:30-31
If you would like to learn more about God, please feel free to give us a call at anytime!  You can also pick up our series on “Knowing God”.  There are 3 parts to it.
“Heaven:  What Is It Really Like?”
Heaven might not be what you think it is…

There are so many different thoughts and beliefs about what heaven is like.  There are a lot of people that do not believe in God, those who don’t believe in Jesus, and a lot of people that don’t believe in hell…but just about everyone believes in heaven!  It is a “good” thing and somewhat tickles our ears so people like it.  But most people lose sight of the fact that the Bible is what introduces this to the world.  As we will discuss later, if we believe in heaven, we must believe in hell, God, the truth of Jesus, etc. because their truths all come from the same place.  
This topic, as we do in every other case, we will go to the Bible and see what the Bible actually tells us about it.  There is no other place to look.  There are so many pre-conceived beliefs about heaven, but a lot of them are not true.  On the other hand, there are some that may be true.  Let’s look at some of these beliefs that we have:
· We will have all the chocolate that we want
· We can eat all we want and not gain weight
· We will be in white clothes
· We will be able to ask God as many questions as we want to
· We think of ourselves walking on clouds
· We can see everything that is going on down on earth
· We can come back to earth and help people
· We will have a new body
· Our hair will always be perfect
· Our breath will never stink
· Everything that we dislike doing will not exist
· We will be able to “have” anything we want {most think of material things}
· There won’t be any people that we think are ugly
· We will be brought up to heaven with a great “light”
· We will see our pets in heaven
· Nobody will be old
Food for thought…

When we talk about heaven with others, the common phrase is: “I think that there will be…” This might not seem like a problem, but it can very easily become one if taken too far.  We often have the tendency to think things are true just because we think them, when in reality there is no other backing for the statement of belief other than what we personally desire.  So we know this can become a problem, so we will go to the Bible to get the truth.  Let’s look at what the Bible says about it…
Some names of heaven in the Bible:

Kingdom of God 
Kingdom of heaven
Glory
New Jerusalem
Let’s look at what some key Scriptures tell us about heaven…
{Revelation 21:21-27}
 “The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”
1. There are some physical descriptions of heaven
2. The Lord is “the” temple
3. God’s glory light’s up all of heaven
4. Everything is pure and upright that is in it!
{1 Corinthians 15:38-41}
38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.  39 All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another…44  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.”
1. There are heavenly bodies different from earthly ones
2. We will get a new body
“Our minds idea of what heaven is like means nothing if that’s the only place the idea came from!”
{Revelation 21:3-4}
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’”
1. God will be with us
2. There will be no tears
3. There is no death or pain
4. Everything is new
{Revelation 4:1-11}
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.  4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.  In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." 9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.
1. There is a throne, a “center piece”
2. There are 24 elders, sitting in 24 other thrones
3. The elders are dressed in white and have crowns of gold
4. Visual effects and loud sounds from the throne {lightning, etc.}
5. There are 4 living creatures, covered with eyes
6. Constant worship of God!
“Heaven is what the Bible says it is!”
Some Interesting Things About Heaven…

Only the righteous will be there: 
Mark 13:24-30 – Parable of the Sower
We will have treasure waiting for us:
“When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘You still lack one thing.  Sell everything you have and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
 Then come, follow me.”  
{Luke 18:22}
Everything will be made known when we get there:
“When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
{1Corinthians 13:11-12}
How do you know that you are going to heaven?  

There are a lot of presuppositions of how this happens as well.  When asked, most people say that they think they will go to heaven because they are a “good person”, or that they “never hurt anybody.”  No one looks at themselves as a “bad” person by any means, so most people think that they will go to heaven due to that rational.  But, as we said in the beginning of this handout, just because we think it is one way, doesn’t make it true or factual.  So in order to answer this question with truth, we must got to the Bible.
Thankfully the Bible is very explicit regarding this question:
“’In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.’  Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’  Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”
{John 14:2-6}
It is clear that the Bible claims that Jesus is the way to go to heaven.  Unfortunately, and fortunately it is not based on what we think as human beings.  That would say that everyone gets there however they “want” to.  This would say that the Bible is either not true, or one of the truths, not the only truth!  This Bible is absolute truth.  If you want to know more about the Bible, or what it says about heaven, feel free to contact us at anytime.  We would love to talk to you more about this subject!!

“Hell:  What Is It Really Like?”
-Introduction-

This is one of the most “denied” doctrines that the Bible teaches about.  Most people will believe in just about anything else the Bible teaches, but Hell is not one of them.  It is not an easy thing “to swallow,” so to speak.  One of the most used arguments against Hell existing is: “There is no way that a God who is supposedly so loving would send someone to Hell.”  So the idea is thrown out on the basis of God’s love.  Does this make sense though?  
People have little trouble accepting that God is loving, but there seems to be an issue with the fact that God is also Just.  God’s justice sets up a “problem” in our minds in comparison of His love.  We seem to think that God can only be either loving, or just…only one or the other.  But the fact is that God is both.  God is Just {Rev. 15:3} and God is Loving {1John 4:7-11}.  We will look at both of these ideas in more detail within this handout.
Heaven is a good thing in our minds therefore allowing it to be easily accepted as truth.  Hell on the other hand is not necessarily a good thing and therefore we tend to deny its existence.  But, if we believe in Heaven, we must believe in its entire concept and thus accepting its opposite.  If we have hope in Heaven, we must fear Hell.  The Bible teaches on both so we must accept both as reality.  In fact, the Bible mentions Hell approximately twice as much as it mentions Heaven.
The purpose of this study is to find out what Hell is really like.  We come to this conclusion by looking in Scripture to see what it teaches us about it.
-Some names of Hell found in the Bible-
Hades {Matthew 16:18}
Hell {Luke 16:23}
Lake of Fire {Revelation 20:15}
Fiery Furnace {Matthew 13:50}
Abyss {Revelation 9:1}
How Does The Bible Describe It?

It is total separation from God…
He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 
-2Thessalonians 1:8-9
As a “Fiery Furnace”…
The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
-Matthew 13:41-42
{also see Revelation 9:1-2; 20:1-3}
As a “Pit”…
But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. 
-Isaiah 14:15
As Being “Fire”…
But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, `Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, `You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 
-Matthew 5:22
As a Place of Torment…
In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, `Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 
-Luke 16:23-24
As a Place of Pain and Suffering…
There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 
-Luke 13:28-29
It is Eternal: “for ever and ever”…
If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.  
-Mark 9:43-44
Outer Darkness
But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness,
 where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
-Matthew 8:12 
Are These Just Symbolic, or Literal Terms?
It has been said that the descriptions of Hell are only symbolic and they are not describing how Hell really is.  This is an important question, and one that deserves attention.  We must understand the form of language {genre} used when talking about any subject before we come to a conclusion as to what the Scripture means.  One of the most commonly used arguments for the belief that these scriptures are simply symbolic is mainly pointed to the passages used in Revelation.  It is said that Revelation is symbolic and therefore the suggestion is made that the descriptions of Hell are as well.  This argument doesn’t go far once the Scriptures are studied in the context of the entire Bible, but for the sake of this part of the study, we will grant that argument somewhat valid for the book of Revelation even though it is not.  But even with that, it doesn’t come to any conclusion in reference to the other books that talk about Hell within the Bible.  Revelation isn’t the only book that talks about it.  Let’s look at what some other Scriptures say about Hell, and then answer the question proposed at the beginning of this section…
Then he will say to those on his left, `Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’
-Matthew 25:41
The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
-Matthew 13:41-42
The use of words used in describing it, seems to allude to the literal suffering and pain involved with it.  Some say that is “parabolic” {a parable or story of illustration}, but when Jesus spoke in parables or told stories, he usually says that he is doing so.  By these Scriptures and the way Jesus talks about Hell they are definitely a literal description of it.
Did God Create Hell?
Yes.
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 
all things were created by him and for him.
-Colossians 1:16
He created it for Satan and his angels…
…Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels.
-Matthew 25:41
Does God Send People There?  - Why Do People Go There?

This question has given way to a lot of perverted ideas of what Scripture is saying.  The first thing that needs to be pointed out is that God is not only loving, but also just.  He is also holy.  The fact is that “all have sinned” and, therefore, deserve punishment – apart from Jesus Christ.  It is our own choice that has kept us from living as God would have us live, that is our responsibility…not God’s.  God has gone out of His way to reveal Himself to us – through creation {Romans 1}, through His Word, and by His Son.  Let’s go to Scripture to answer the question proposed above…
He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 
-2Thessalonians 1:8-9
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
-Revelation 20:14-15
**Those who do not know God, do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus will therefore not be written in the “book of life” and thus will be put in punishment.  God has always required our recognition of Him and required us to live in a worthy manner of worship, so it is no surprise that He is still requiring the same in order to live with Him.
Where Is Hell?

Therefore it says, ‘WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.’  (Now this expression, ‘He ascended’ what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?)
-Ephesians 4:8-9 NASB
And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  
You will be brought down to Hades!
-Luke 10:15 NASB
An Interesting Claim That Some Have Made…

It is a pretty well known fact that the Bible teaches about hell as being “fire and brimstone,” {as seen in Revelation 14:10 and 21:8}–note also that brimstone can be translated “sulfur” {NIV}.  Hell is also described as being in the “lower parts of the earth” and being “down” {from a human, or physical perspective anyway}.  Some have proposed that Hell is actually in the center of the earth.  The claim is based on the scientific understanding that the center of the earth is actually a liquid fire, mixed with sulfur and brimstone.  A volcano is a perfect example of this.  If you have ever visited a volcano site before and walked around on the lava, you would have noticed a peculiar smell.  Any guide would tell you that that is the smell of sulfur, or brimstone that has come out of the volcano. This can also be looked at as a prophetic statement made by the Bible.  There was no way that the writer could have known back then that the center of the earth was actually a liquid fire…especially that there is actually fire and brimstone in the core.  
Anyway…it can’t be proven, but just a thought for conversational purposes.
  Conclusion: Keys to know and understand

We must understand a couple of things in conclusion…  
The first thing is that we will only die and face the judgment of God once.  
Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed one to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.
-Hebrews 9:27-28
Secondly, we have to understand and come to the realization that we have sinned…
“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
-Romans 3:23
Thirdly, we have to realize that God is holy, and just…
“Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them:
‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God am holy.’”
-Leviticus 19:2
“The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.”
-Psalm 145:17
When we understand these three things and then understand that sin is what separates us from God, we realize what the conclusion of God’s action has to be...to separate us from Him.  In order to be truly Holy, no impurity can be with Him.  Our challenge to you is to make sure that you have understood what this means.  We encourage you to seriously think about these next thoughts!  We have two choices as God’s creation:
1. We can face God’s justice and judgment by ourselves.  But this poses a problem.  We cannot take away our own sins; therefore we have no choice other than to be separated from God when it comes to His judgment because our sins are still with us, not forgiven.
2. We can face God’s justice and judgment through Christ.  Christ died for our sins {1Peter 3:18} and if we accept that, he will stand before God on our judgment day and cover our sins thus allowing us to be righteous and pure in God’s sight.
**Which one will you choose?  You have to make the choice.  If you want more information or have some questions, please feel free to call us at anytime or reach us by email.  We would love to talk to you.
Our Challenge As Believers…
Sometimes we forget that hell is a reality.  We tend to pass it off like it is just another thing that we deal with everyday.  We have lost our sense of urgency!  People need to know Christ!!  If they do not, there are eternal consequences.  Please read Ezekiel 3:17-21 and see how serious God is about sharing his truths and join us in a commitment to be “fishers of men!”

