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-Priorities

-recognizing what they are and setting them straight

Our lives…

Do you ever feel stressed out?  Do you ever feel overwhelmed?  Is your life sometimes “out of wack”?  Usually when we are feeling this way our priorities are mixed up and out of order.  This seems to happen to everyone.  

The interesting thing about priorities is that we most often know what should be the priority, but we too often ignore them.  Why?  Well, the first reason is probably because we don’t make it a priority to list out our priorities.  If we would just stop and think, spend some time organizing, and then be disciplined to hold to our organization of our lives our priorities would have a much better chance of staying in order.

This lesson is designed to help us understand what our priorities are in life and help us to keep them.  If you have any further questions about this handout, or about the Bible please contact us in any of the ways listed on the back of this handout.
Our #1 priority

“So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

-Matthew 6:31-33
Our major problem is that we most often seek everything else first…then, when we don’t get it by ourselves, then we turn to God.  We should always seek God first…in everything.

Our life usually looks like this:

1. We wake up and then proceed with the day

2. As the day goes on, we plan it out

3. When the day isn’t going well, we pray
Our life should look like this:

1. We wake up and pray for guidance, wisdom, etc. (this establishes God as the authority of our life and our day)

2. We think through and plan our day (by priority)

3. Then we proceed with the day
Doesn’t that seem much more effective?  Why don’t we do that?  Time?  

You always have time for the things you make a priority!

Bringing our priorities to light…

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

-Matthew 6:20-21
A lot of times we just don’t think about prioritizing our lives.  The things that we treasure in life, we make time for.  The things in life we treasure, we invest in.  So…noticing the things that we make the most time for and the things that we put the most money into is a usually a great way to start finding out what our priorities are.  Looked at your checkbook or bank statement lately to see where your money goes?  Looked back on your week and thought about where all the time went?  This will tell you what the priorities are in your life.

Questions to ask yourself to start looking to figure out what is a priority to you:

1. Compare how much money you spend on clothes, shoes, sunglasses, and any other “luxury’s” in life to how much you give to your church.

2. Compare the time you spent watching television or just “wasting time” to the time you spent with God.

3. Compare how much money you spent eating out at restaraunts to the amount you give to people in need or to missionaries, organizations, etc.

    Another thought
   

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it 

all for the glory of God.
-1 Corinthians 10:31
Our purpose in life is to bring glory to God.  So it is no surprise that everything we do should be done with that mindset.  But sometimes we run into problems with this.  We can easily get caught up in the mentality that “more is better”.  Our heart is right and wants to serve God in ministry, but sometimes “more” is not better.

We can get so involved in ministry that we forget our first priority…our own souls!  Also, we find ourselves stretched for time and not able to do all of the ministry that we are committed to, to the absolute best of our abilities.  If we are doing too much and begin to take shortcuts, how can we do it ALL to the glory of God?  A lot of people get involved in too much.  This is when we need to pray, prioritize, and then make a decision…and sometimes that means learning to say “no” so that we can do everything to the glory of God!

“More is not necessarily better when it comes to ministry…excellence is what counts!”

Recognizing if our priorities are out of order:

The following are signs that we have our priorities out of order:

1. Busyness 

a. Feeling busy, never enough time in the day, sense of being overwhelmed.

b. If our business is keeping us from our time with God, we know we have to fix some things.

2. Prayerlessness 

a. Prayer life hasn’t been there, or feeling far from God

b. Lack of quietness and listening to God would fall under this as well

3. Nagging guilt on you

a. You know things should be different, therefore you feel guilty

b. Or, you have had things out of order for so long you don’t feel anything 

4. Emotional stress

a. Worry, anxiety and lack of patience are often starters for stress

b. These also suggest that we are not relying on God

5. Financial debt 

a. Credit cards are usually the biggest problem.  This really puts a burden on us, and others if we are not careful.

b. If we can’t afford to pay for it now, why buy it now?  Priorities.

6. Escape thought process

a. Ever had this thought… “I can’t take it anymore!”

Attributors to losing priorities:

1. Procrastination 

2. Can’t say no to people 

Serving other people is a command and has to be a priority, but feeding ourselves with God’s Word is our first!

Thought’s on keeping your priorities in tact:

1. Set Vision:  (with purpose in mind…to glorify God!)
a. What do you want your character to be like in 1,2,3 yrs from now?

b. Where do you want to be in the Kingdom God (ministry wise) in 1,2,3 yrs from now?

c. Ask yourself the question: “What is it going to take?”

d. Do the things that it is going to take

2. Become Disciplined:  (with your priorities and purpose from above)
“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” -Hebrews 12:11

Discipline is said to “harvest” two things:

Righteousness – goal of our Christian walks

Peace – opposite of “signs” from earlier

1. Busyness

2. Stress

3. Guilt

4. Escape thought system
3. Find Accountability
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. -Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. -Proverbs 27:17

Conclusion

We want to keep our priority with God and what He desires for our lives.  This is our priority!  He makes that clear in His Word…so that is where we go.  Keep seeking to serve Him in everything you do and keep that as your priority!
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